What Makes St Joseph’s a Special Parish.

John Davies, St Joseph’s Parish, Malvern

You may remember the film ‘The Castle’ where the lawyer says ‘it’s just the vibe’. Well, St Joseph’s is
like that; it’s just the vibe of the place.

Why; it’s hard to pin point, but a big part of it would be that it is a Vincentian Parish; and
consistently, we’ve had great priests. It's only a small parish with about 500 families in the area; so
people get to know each other and form a ‘community’ which is what faith is all about!

Even though, St Joseph’s is an inner city parish; it’s not a wealthy parish; we have a Church which is
110 years old and a presbytery which is not far behind. Both of these need considerable upkeep so
money is not plentiful.

We’ve got some great volunteers, not enough of course but isn’t that always the way. At St Joseph’s
we try to get to know people and get them involved. We have quite a few parish events each year, a
BBQ, a Christmas in July Lunch, a musical soiree and a Parish Dinner.

Outreach has become a significant change in the way St Joseph’s responds to the local community in
the last decade. We have a significant Refugee Support group, which raises funds to support
refugees. And a dedicated group of people who actively get involved with new refugees to help
them get settled and acquire the goods that they need for daily life in Melbourne.

We have an excellent local chapter of the St Vincent de Paul Society which is almost as old as the
Parish, over 100 years. It runs as an independent chapter with a small but dedicated group of local
men and women. The chapter raises around $30,000 per year and dispenses it to people in need.
During this time of Pandemic, they are still able to assist with food vouchers. It is a non-invasive
outreach conducted with compassion and respect for people’s situation.

Another local outreach program is JoCare which supports isolated and lonely people, mostly elderly
either in their homes or in Aged Care facilities in the Stonnington area. JoCare has recruited and
trained around 40 volunteers who befriend people who don’t have many friends by regular visits;
through now it’s by regular phone calls during the lockdown. JoCare completed 550 visits in 2019
and most of our volunteers are not Catholics.

St Joseph’s is brainstorming how the parish will operate post-Covid 19; we doubt that life will return
to normal unless a vaccine is discovered. The question we are asking is how do we enable Catholics
to maintain involvement in the parish and practising their faith in the future, especially older
Catholics? We are experimenting with upgrading our website; including weekly news, reflections,
readings of the day and weekly or even daily Mass, all available at the click of an icon or link.

We’d love to hear what other parishes are doing or thinking on this subject?

If any parish would like more details of St Joseph’s Outreach programs or if would like to volunteer
at St Joseph’s? Please contact me, John Davies, via the Sense of the Faithful website.



