
Engaging with Indigenous Australians 

The PC Working Document is more direct about the need for the Church to engage much 
more with ‘the First Australians’. At the end of the document, under the heading ‘Journeying 
Together in Discernment’, these two questions are asked of the PC participants: 

How can we contribute to the greater legal and moral recognition and participation 
of Indigenous Australians in the life of the nation and the Church?  

How can the Church embrace an Aboriginal way of being Christian in spirituality, 
theology, liturgy and discipleship? 

In the section ‘The Story so far’, para 40 notes the harm caused by the Church’s past actions: 

Indigenous Catholics possess a great diversity of languages and traditions-
which is both a treasure and a pastoral challenge. While dioceses and 
religious orders have done much to share faith, education and pastoral 
services with Indigenous communities, much suffering has been inflicted by 
the misguided attempts of those who were ignorant of this cultural richness. 
A more informed engagement, built on the foundations of understanding, 
compassion and respect, and standing together in solidarity, are ways 
towards a new path of healing which is an urgent task, not least for the 
Church. 

In the section ‘Going Forth’, para 78 suggests PC participants give priority to working out how 
the Church can include and empower First Peoples to take their place more fully within 
Church and society. Para 179 states that: 

The Plenary Council is an opportunity for the Catholic Church in Australia to 
make a public response to the Statement from the Heart and increase 
opportunities for collaboration with local Indigenous communities around 
the country. 

We welcome this acknowledgement in the Working Document the Church must contribute 

more to a national process of justice and healing for indigenous peoples and that we have 

much to learn from Aboriginal spirituality. We seek contributions on how this might be 

done, and what steps could be taken to these ends at the Plenary Council. 
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